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Arrangements in Greece....

This was a great time to be in Greece.  Lot's happening on the political scene, very few tourists and
very pleasant coolish weather although there was a little rain.

On arrival at the airport, after clearing customs, we were met by Thanassis who was to be our escort
during our time there.  Thanassis works in the Operations and Groups Department of GATS who are
the wholesalers looking after the Tempo programme.   He was extremely professional and provided
a wonderful commentary on life in Greece under the fear of the GFC.  The bus we were provided
with was very interesting.  The colour scheme was black and tanned wood with leather seats.  There
was also a table between some seats and a “round” table at the back around which 5-6 people could
sit comfortably.  They only have one of these buses and I understand it is used for the VIP's.  It was
very comfortable.

The itinerary covered Athens, Delphi and the Monteora area on the mainland which was very
interesting and a wonderful look at the old history of Greece.  

From the airport we drove along the coastal road, passed the Olympic Village, the old airport and
the deserted beaches as this was early winter time.  It was an scenic drive which took almost 1 hour.

5th November: Hotel Athenian Callirhoe 1 night
As we were late arriving into Athens (it was after 4) on arrival at the Hotel we were invited to go to
the Restaurant and have an Ouzo to meet some of our hosts.  The top floor restaurant is all glass
(very hot in summer I should think) with a stunning view of the Acropolis so we definitely knew we
had arrived.  They were setting the room up for a wedding that night so it was a little chaotic.  After
this we went to our rooms to freshen up before we did a tour of the Hotel.  It is a superior boutique
Hotel with a small lobby and a 2 man lift.  The rooms were adequate but sparsely furnished and
some had balconies.  They were a good size.  The bathrooms were small with just the basic
amenities.  I had the feeling it was not the most centrally located Hotel but is certainly quite
adequate as I am sure the price will reflect.  After the inspection we had dinner again on the Roof
Top Restaurant which was fun but rushed as they had to finish preparing for the wedding.   They
start late in Athens.  As a group we gathered in the Bar downstairs after dinner and had a drink and
said goodnight.  Some did go out but the majority stayed at “home” .  The following morning
breakfast was in a fairly small room downstairs near the lobby.  As they have a football team stay at
the Property every other weekend half the room was blocked off for them so it was musical chairs
for most guests.  The breakfast was good, buffet style with fresh eggs, etc.  

6th November: Athens/Delphi/Arachova  
Our departure for Delphi was at 9.00am and once on the bus we met our guide, Betty, who was
fabulous.  Her knowledge was extraordinary and kept us informed all the way.  She had so much to
say.  It was a good easy ride to Delphi and we arrived at about 12.30hrs.  Betty guided us through
the monuments and the Museum and I felt blown away at the age of the area.  There were a lot of
people there so I would hate to attack the site in Summer.  



At 3.30pm we went back into the town of Delphi for lunch. (They don't eat early there).  It was a
great restaurant where we all overindulged in Greek delicacies!  The town itself was deserted, quite
pretty with lots of tourist shops which were mainly closed.  After lunch we continued to the town of
Arachova (20 mins) where we stayed at the Hotel Anemolia.  This is built like a Chalet and is
located out of town.  It is a skiing area for Greece.  The hotel lacked atmosphere but I am sure in the
ski season would be much more inviting.  There is a swimming pool and a token gym.  The barman
was very welcoming and gave us a local “liqueur” compliments of the house.  However the view
was great over the hills.  The walk to town took about 20 minutes and was very dark (not much
lighting).  The town itself is wonderful.  Very buzzy with some very swishy shops full of the latest
ski gear and other fashionable things.  The wonderful thing about these towns is that they have great
Squares and usually a massive church right in the middle.   It had a great atmosphere and felt very
European.

7th November Archova/Kalambaka
Departure from Hotel Anemolia was early and we went to visit the Sanctuary of Apollo which was
wonderful.  Again Betty gave us the most interesting commentary on the site.  How lucky were we.
The drive from there to the Monteora region  was long and boring through flat open country.  On
arrival at Kalambaka we visited  2 of the Monasteries...The nuns and the monks.  The monasteries
are situated atop giant rock pillars and visiting one of these is quite an event.  They are still working
monasteries so you have to respect the rules of the order.  Betty gave us a wonderful commentary
on the art work and history.  The following day we were to visit one more Monastery but due to the
rain and fog this was cancelled.  You could see nothing up in the “hills”.  

That evening we stayed at the Divani Meteora Hotel.....a more modern Property with good
facilities.  The town itself was very active....full of restaurants, souvenir shops and stylish
boutiques.  We had dinner locally and gathered in the bar later as a Group.

8th November Kalambaka/Athens
The return trip to Athens took about 6 hours and again through very uninteresting countryside.
Greece looks like it is really struggling although that is probably how it should be.  It is not a rich
country agriculturally and they say “northern” Europe now tell them what to grow, etc!

En route we stopped at the monument of Leonidas at Thermopylae.  

Hotel St George Lycabettus 2 nights
Accommodation back in Athens is in the above Hotel.  A boutique Hotel situated midway up
Lycabettus Hill in the Kolonaki district, a very stylish part of town.  We were dropped off just past
Syntagma Square and had to walk through the streets to reach the Hotel.  Quite a steep climb.  The
bus obviously could not fit through the narrow streets.  Our baggage was transported in a mini van.
Taxis can pick up and drop off to this Property.  Again it has a roof top Restaurant with a view of
the Acropolis – wonderful.  Rooms were a good size with great facilities and the bathroom shower
could squirt you from any angle!!!  All rooms have balconies.

9th November Athens
Early morning start for the Acropolis where Betty took us through the history with her usual
professional knowledge.  The “new” Museum next to the Acropolis is a must, opened in 2009.
There were several cruise ships in that day so the Acopolis was very busy.  Again it must be so
crowded in the summer months.  We even saw a lady with a walker scrambling over the rocks.
We drove around the city and we passed several points of interest but the only other stop was
Syntagma Square for “quick” photo shoot and a walk through the Plaka.  



Final dinner was with the group from the GETS Office in the Plaka area.  A good night but I think
we were all ready to turn for home after a fairly hectic agenda. 

We did not visit any other hotels in Athens although the staff from GETS were talking about the
New Hotel.  A minimalist style of Property which is very centrally located with emphasis on “art”. 

I certainly recommend Greece as a destination as the history is so interesting and Athens in
particular still reflects its heritage.  A trip to the Islands to finish this up would have been good. 
 

     


