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Arrangements in Abu Dhabi....

After clearing customs at the airport we met up with the Group.  We had to wait about half an hour
for the driver who was providing the transfer to arrive with the van.  There seemed to be a parking
problem at the Airport and had to be contacted by phone for everything to happen.  We did meet an
escort (not ours) at the baggage carousel so obviously some guides/escorts can meet guests in the
arrivals Hall.

The drive to the city took approx. 45 mins.  There was no traffic as it was Friday morning (weekend
for them) and most of the journey was by freeway/highway.  

Accommodation was at the Beach Rotana Hotel, Abu Dhabi which is located in town.
The Hotel is attached to the Abu Dhabi Mall one of the largest Shopping Malls in AUH.
This is a 5 star Property, well located and the rooms are spacious and well appointed.  Our mini bar
was empty and they were surprised at the Front Desk at checkout when they asked if we had had
anything from the minibar.  An oversight no doubt!  (Maybe they thought we were kids, HA)
There is a beach on this Property and many swimming pools and great gardens to relax in.  A good
recommendation for anyone who would like to be centrally located.

Due to our early arrival the rooms were not available until 10.30am so the Hotel invited us to have
the Buffet Breakfast (on them).  It was a great breakfast and we were somehow all feeling very
hungary!!  The food on the buffet was hot and fresh and every style of breakfast was catered for.
Share twin accommodation was provided in Abu Dhabi.  

That afternoon we were given a ticket to Ferrari World which has to be seen to be believed.  This is
located back towards the airport and a 40 minute drive from the Rotana.  This basically is a “fun
park” with rides for all ages.  The “Big Dipper” is one of the largest and fastest in the world.  Due to
the heat it does not operate before 4.00pm in the afternoon and there is a long queue for the first
rides.  It is apparently amazing if you like that sort of thing.  The rest of the area is devoted to the
Ferrari......god's gift to the car lovers!  All in all a very impressive exhibition, building and
entertainment centre for all ages.

That evening we were invited to the Rotana Hotel at Yas Island.  This is located near the airport.  It
is also located near Ferrari World so anyone wanting to take that in or is only staying a day or two it
is the perfect location.  This Hotel is not as “grand” as the Rotana Beach but still a very adequet and
stylish Property close to the airport, golf courses, overlooks the Grand Prix circuit and I am sure not
far from a shopping mall.  There is a selection of Hotels in this area...Crowne Plaza, the Centro and
others.  This is one of the newer areas although everything in AUH seemed to be new, reclaimed
and almost finished.

Like Dubai, Abu Dhabi is a Construction Company's dream.  There are bigger and bigger buildings
going up everywhere.  Roads that go on and on that one day will have huge buildings built along
the route.  Apartment blocks, Hotels and shopping malls are going up everywhere.  Golf courses
and being built and one wonders where it will stop.



From 6.00 pm on the day of  arrival it was a holy day so no alcohol is served for 24 hours
anywhere.  There is no exception to this.  I understand that happens several times throughout the
year.

At 7.00am the following morning we departed the Hotel for the Airport.  Again there was no traffic
and the journey took about 45 minutes.   

        

     


