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BOTSWANA EDUCATIONAL 4-12 MARCH 2016 

I flew directly to Johannesburg on the Qantas flight and made my way 
to the Emperors Palace complex which is a 5 minutes shuttle transfer 
from the airport.  

I stayed at the Peermont Metcourt Hotel which is a 3 star property but 
the rooms are very comfortable and spacious. I would not recommend 
this hotel to people who are not travelling as a couple as the hotel 
only offers an open style bathroom which may not suit everyone. 
Breakfast is included in the rate and is a very good buffet style set up 
with cereals, fruit, cooked to order eggs and South African delicacies 
served with excellent coffee.  

SATURDAY 5 MARCH  

Met up with the rest of the group at Johannesburg Airport for our 
flight to Maun where we connected to our Mack Air flight from Maun 
to Khwai Airstrip and then transferred to Machaba Camp (20 mins). 
Machaba Camp is situated in the Khwai area on the eastern tongue of 
the Okavango Delta and is built in the classic 1950’s style with luxury 
safari tents, en-suite bathrooms and romantic outdoor showers. All the 
tents are situated on the group and the pathways to the tents meander 
between large riverine trees. I had a family tent to myself that evening 
and it was more than comfortable with all the mod cons. The camp 
offers day game drives as well as mokoro (canoe) excursions and 
walking safaris, subject to prior arrangements.  

Inclusions: Meals, local drinks, activities, park fees, laundry & return 
airstrip transfers  
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SUNDAY 06 MARCH  

We headed off for a mokoro excursion which gives you a fabulous 
opportunity to experience the waterways filled with gorgeous water 
lilies and amazing bird life from a fibre-glass canoe  
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We flew to our next property, Okuti Lodge (in the Moremi Game 
Reserve) which had recently opened after a 3 month refurbishment. 
Okuti is located alongside the Maunachira River as it flows into the 
Xakanaxa Lagoon in the heart of the Okavango Delta. Moremi is a 
park rich in wildlife and game viewing is consistent year round so it is 
ideal for the first time visitor to Botswana. The luxury camp is 
designed in the African village style, accommodating a maximum of 
18 guests. Accommodation is in stylish and spacious units, each on 
raised platforms and containing en-suite bathrooms, featuring an 
outdoor shower with an incredible view. Camp Okuti is also 
extremely family friendly and boasts two family units with two rooms 
sharing a bathroom. The camp also features an open dining area with 
stunning views across the lagoon, outdoor boma area and a swimming 
pool.  

Inclusions: all meals, local drinks, park fees and scheduled activities 
including game drives in open safari vehicles as well as motor boat 
trips visiting the Xakanaxa Lagoon.  

Airstrip Transfer Time: 30 mins  
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We headed out in the afternoon to do a site inspection of Camp 
Xakanaxa (pronounced Kakanaka) which offered very nice tented 
style, raised rooms with out door bathrooms. No air-conditioning or 
ceiling fans, only pedestal fans which would make it quite 
uncomfortable in summer. The second inspection was of Camp 
Moremi which is a large property with nice rooms but again, no air 
conditioning in the rooms.  

We spent the afternoon motoring along the waterways watching the 
hippos and bird life to finish with sundowners and a spectacular 
sunset. Being a national park, we had to make sure we were our of the 
park and back at camp by night fall.  
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MONDAY 07 MARCH  

Woke early for our game drive and had some spectacular animal 
viewing (including a large family group of wild dogs and a couple of 
juvenile lions) as well as some very diverse landscape, from quite 
forested areas to an area that looked like a large salt pan filled with 
dead trees.  
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Back to camp to set off on our next destination which was Kwando 
Lebala Camp. This camp fronts onto the Linyanti Westlands where 
the perennial and southerly flowing Kwando River disappears into the 
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vast marshes before emerging as the Linyanti River. The 8 spacious 
tents are unique, each built on a raised teak deck and open with 
expansive views, laid out with maximum comfort and privacy in 
mind. One of the tents is a family room with 2 bedrooms with a 
shared bathroom. The tents have an entrance foyer with a reading and 
writing area, en-suite bathrooms with Victorian claw foot bathtubs, 
“his and hers” wash basins and flush toilets. The bathrooms lead out 
to a reed enclosed open-air shower with hot and cold running water 
on demand. The main lodge is under thatch featuring a bar, dining 
area and open lounge connected by wooden walkways to a plunge 
pool on raised decking and the boma (outdoor bbq) area.  
 

 
 

 
At Lebala Camp, the activities concentrate on open vehicle game 
drives and walking safaris, however, game walks are at the guides’ 
discretion due to the concentration of elephant. Lebala Camp offers 
off road and night game drives.  
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Includes: meals, drinks, all game viewing activities, laundry & return 
airstrip transfers. Airstrip Transfer Time: 15 mins  

We headed out on our game drive after dumping out bags and were 
mock charged by a young bull elephant and also were fortunate to 
come across a small family group of lions including a number of 4 
month and 2 month old cubs resting on top of a termite mound.  
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WEDNESDAY 08 MARCH  

Wake up call at 5.30am to head out on our morning game drive. Saw 
a spotted hyena not 2 minutes from the camp site, Tsessebe (which is 
the fastest antelope, able to run up to 100km per hour), hippos and 
wildebeest. We also spotted some amazing birds, eagles, kingfishers, 
finches and egrets. After stopping for a coffee break we headed back 
to camp for brunch and then packed up to fly to our next camp, 
Savute Safari Lodge in the heart of Chobe National Park. Savute 
Safari Lodge peers out from ancient Camel Thorn trees on the shore 
of the Savute channel, Botswana’s fabled “stolen river” which dried 
out more than 20 years ago but now flows once again. The Savute 
channel forms part of the dynamic Savute eco system renowned from 
its large concentration of elephant and lion and their extraordinary 
relationship.  

The lodge has twelve tastefully furnished twin bedded suites with 
spacious interiors offering a lounge area, en-suite bathrooms, private 
decks and large glass sliding doors and windows, which set the lodge 
apart from typical safari accommodation. The lounge, library and 
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cocktail bar are situated in the thatch and timber main building 
overlooking the channel as well as a viewing deck, outdoor dining 
area and swimming pool.  

 
 

What little time was available to me, I spent sitting on our private 
balcony and watching the comings and goings of the elephant and 
kudu, coming to drink at the man-made waterhole located a stones 
throw from our room. If someone was elderly and not able to get in 
and out of safari vehicles, you would still get a great appreciation of 
the African wild life right outside your front door.  

Includes: meals, drinks, activities, park fees, laundry & return airstrip 
transfers. Airstrip transfer time: 20 minutes  

Activities: focus on day game drives. The dry winter months offer 
incredible game viewing as the parched wildlife congregates at the 
water hotels and river to drink – here  

you can witness the famed elephant-hunting lions in action. The 
summer rains in Savute bring a fresh feast for lion, hyena and cheetah 
as thousands of migrating zebra and wildebeest arrive in search of the 
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rain rich grasslands of the Savute March.  
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After heading out on our afternoon game drive, not two minutes from 
camp, while stopping for a safety talk by our guide, a huge elephant 
crossed the road right in front of our vehicle. We drove into some 
quite hilly terrain which reminded me very much of the colours of the 
Australian bush.  

 
 

We came across two lionesses and their 4 month old cubs, stalking 
and jumping on each other which made for some wonderful viewing 
until the heavens opened up and we donned our rain ponchos to make 
out way back to camp. Being in the national park, we had to make 
sure we were out by night fall but we managed to see a jackal on our 
way back which made an interesting addition to the diverse animals 
seen in Botswana.  

THURSDAY 09 MARCH  

This morning we drove to the Belmond Savute Elephant Lodge for an 
inspection. This is a gorgeous property with every room overlooking 
the “elephant highway” which is the path the elephants take along a 
dry river bed to a couple of man made water holes. All tented rooms 
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are housed on raised wooden platforms, offering great views and are 
shaded by a traditional African thatch roof. The large private decks 
are furnished with easy chairs and a day bed, ideal for viewing 
wildlife or for enjoying a dinner in complete privacy. The interiors are 
luxuriously appointed with such comforts as en suite bathroom plus 
an outdoor shower and a four poster bed complete with mosquito 
netting. We were warmly welcomed and enjoyed a cool drink/coffee 
on their open air lounge area. The rates here are inclusive of full 
board along with drinks. Special safari activities and experiences such 
as star gazing and private dinners are optional extras.  
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We headed off to the airstrip to head to our next overnight stay which 
was Xugana Island Lodge (pronounced Kugana) in the Okavango 
Delta. The transfer is provided by small  

boat which takes you from the air strip to the property itself which is 
situated on a wooded island adjoining the lagoon within the Xugana 
private concession and is a spectacular permanent water site in the 
Delta that focuses purely on water-based activities. This charming 
lodge accommodates up to 16 guests in large, raised reed and thatched 
chalets. The recently refurbished chalets have twin beds, en-suite 
facilities and with walk-in showers, overhead fans and a private deck. 
Xugana’s lounge, bar and dining areas are in open sided thatched 
areas and are set back under the fig and Leadwood tree canopy. The 
swimming pool, located amongst the established gardens in the centre 
of the island, is a perfect place to relax in the heat of the day. At 
Xugana you can explore the waterways on mokoro trips in eco-
friendly dugout canoes, combined with walking on surrounding 
lagoons and islands in the concession. Bird watching opportunities are 
outstanding and fishing for bream and tiger fish is also on offer at the 
lodge.  
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The Okavango Delta is one of the world’s largest inland water 
systems, the only inland delta of its kind and a unique oasis of life in 
the centre of the arid Kalahari Desert. It spans over 16,000 km2 and 
supports a staggering variety of animal, plant, fish and birdlife. The 

Okavango Delta owes its existence to the rainfall in the Angola 
highlands. The rainy season begins in November and the floodwater 

begins its 250km journey down-stream. Due to the gentle slope of the 
Delta basin, the floods take around six months to make their way 

from Angola, hence, the Delta reaches its peak size in the dry, winter 
months. The Delta consists of a multitude of main channels, smaller 
tributaries and lagoons as well as flood plains, islands and mainland 
area. There are two fairly distinct areas of the Delta – the permanent 

and the seasonal swamps. 
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Our mokoro outing in the afternoon.  
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Sunset in the Okavango Delta while enjoying sundowners on a 
pontoon, floating in the middle of the waterways just off shore from 
Xugana Island Lodge.  
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FRIDAY 10 MARCH  

Woke early to set off on our boat journey to Palm Island, to take part 
in a walking safari but en-route was chased by an angry hippo, 
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launching himself at us.  

 
 
We set out with our two, unarmed guides (one at the front and one 
bringing up the rear) for our 2km walk. We strolled through quite 
long grass and got a chance to learn about the smaller animals that all 
make up the interesting tapestry that is Africa. We learned how the 
spiders, dung beetles, centipedes and termites all play their part in the 
eco- system. We were somewhat distracted when we heard two lions 
roaring to each other, in the distance but either side of our position 
and it was quite exciting to think we might actually see them while on 
foot but they kept well away from the noisy humans.  

We headed back to camp for brunch and then back to the airstrip, by 
boat, to fly to our next home for the night which would be the and 
Beyond Sandibe Okavango Safari Lodge.  

This lodge is positioned between permanent water and grass-swept 
plains on a private concession in the Okavango Delta, adjacent to the 
Moremi Game Reserve. Drawing their inspiration directly from 
nature, the suites at &Beyond Sandibe are elevated above their 
surroundings, gazing out onto the Delta. Uncluttered and elegant, the 
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lodge features a copper palatte with natural rusty tones. At night, the 
rooms become private cocoons, with fireplaces providing warm and 
light in winter. The twelve guest cottages (including a family cottage) 
with en-suite bathrooms, inside and outside showers and a private 
plunge pool.  

Includes: meals, drinks, activities, park fees, laundry & return airstrip 
transfers Activities: day & night game drives, bush walks (subj to 
availability) & bird watching Airstrip transfer time: 45 minutes  
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This is an ultra-modern property with all the “bells and whistles” but 
in my opinion, lacks that truly warm African feel.  

The afternoon game drive offered us some fabulous viewing of a 
leopard, lion and even my first ever snake. Lots of elephant, giraffe, 
zebra and even a couple of bat-eared foxes.  
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SATURDAY 11 MARCH  

After an incredible breakfast we headed back to the airstrip for our 15 
minute flight to Ker & Downey’s Shinde Camp in the wildlife 
abundant Shinde private concession. The camp is nestled within the 
shade of ancient jackal berries, water figs and knob thorns and built in 
a remote and exclusive setting on the edge of the permanent waters of 
the northern Okavango Delta. It is surrounded by clear waterways, 
teeming with birdlife and game and offering a wide variety of 
activities all year round.  

The camp consists of eight large safari-style tents on timber decking 
finished in elegant African style, featuring open gauze windows and 
en-suite bathrooms with a separate toilet. The main lodge is know as 
the ‘tree house’ and is a multi-tiered structure with the dining room 
adjoined by stairs and ramps (for wheelchair friendly access) to 
several lounging areas each offering different aspects across the delta. 
Within the camp is the Shinde Enclave, a perfect choice for a family 
or small group. The enclave is a camp within a camp and offers guests 
their own private deck, dining facilities and an exclusive host/guide.  
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Activites at Shinde include game drives in open 4x4 safari vehicles 
which offer some of the finest dry land game viewing in Botswana 
with regular sightings of lion and leopard, exploring the water ways in 
mokoro, guided nature walks, night drives, motor boating and sunset 
cruises. For the fishing enthusiasts, Shinde provides basic fishing 
equipment for guests to take on the challenge of the fighting tiget fish 
or bream, pike and catfish during the fishing season.  

Airstrip Transfer Time: 10 minutes  
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Shinde is a truly warm and inviting property with a wonderful setting, 
great staff and excellent food. Our afternoon game drive provided us 
with the opportunity to really sit, listen and watch the elephants, kudu, 
tessebe and zebra. Our sundowners was at a large waterhole that 
seemed to be teaming with crocodile and as we watched our last 
incredible African sunset, vowed that one trip to Botswana will not be 
enough.  
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SATURDAY 12 MARCH  

Woke early for my last taste of the African bush and embarked on a 
walking safari with our guide Bee and his apprentice. We managed to 
get quite close to a large group of impala, tsessebe, warthog and zebra 
which we observed going about their morning routine.  

Back to camp to start our long journey home flying to Maun then 
Johannesburg and finally back to Sydney.  

Botswana is true African wilderness and I could recommend it to 
anyone and everyone!! ‘I’LL BE BACK!!”  
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