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Flights with South African Airways 

 12 MAY SA 281 PER 2340  JNB 0450 13MAY 

 17 MAY SA 349 JNB 1550  CPT 1800 

 20MAY SA 326 CPT 1115  JNB 1310 

 22MAY SA 280 JNB 2115  PER 1220 23MAY 

 

South African Airways allow 2pc of luggage which comes in handy when you have shopped up 

a storm whilst on your holiday.  Their aircraft were clean and comfortable.  Perth – 

Johannesburg flight - no air-bridge or stairs to be found on arrival at Johannesburg airport 0450 

13MAY and we were forced to wait a good 15 minutes on the aircraft until suitable stairs could 

be found and brought to the plane.  Our Captain assured us that he had been relaying our 

arrival time to Johannesburg airport for the last 10.5 hours and that this was no fault of his own !   

Food on this leg was very average.  The service onboard was friendly and water was plentiful 

Johannesburg – Perth flight was again clean and comfortable, unfortunately due to a mishap 

with their supplier there were no pillows at all on this overnight flight back to Perth.  Food was a 

bit better than the Perth – Johannesburg flight.  Domestic flights were fine.  A snack and a drink 

were offered during the flights.  No in-seat entertainment. 

 

Saturday 13 MAY 
We arrived into Johannesburg airport and were met by our Ground operator Ilios Travel who 

whisked us away to our minivan transfer to the Maslow Hotel.  Ilios Travel were easily 

identifiable and extremely courteous and friendly.  Our transfer vehicles at each place were very 

clean and comfortable and seat belts were fitted to every seat.  There was always bottled water 

on hand.  Drivers everywhere were very professional and I felt that I was in very capable hands 

at all times. 

 

THE MASLOW Hotel 4* Sandton, Johannesburg 1 night 
We arrived at the Maslow around 6am on the coldest May morning in history.  Unfortunately we 

could not check directly into our rooms (oh the sighs of weary travelers could be heard from 

miles away).  We were given access to the courtesy lounge where we could make a cup of tea 

or coffee and relax until we could check in to our rooms around 9am.  First impressions of the 

hotel were clean and comfortable safe hotel with great amenities.  A lot of airline crew stay at 

this hotel so we knew we were in a safe location.  Wi-Fi was easily accessible.  The Hotel is in a 

good position, close to the Sandton Mall (big shopping center) with a complimentary shuttle to 

and from.  Buffet Breakfast had a great choice with something for everyone with Barista coffee 

available.  It is predominantly a Business Hotel.  I would use this Hotel for any Business clients, 

couples or singles looking for a short stay in Johannesburg.  There are a variety of good 

restaurants in close proximity and they also offer a shuttle service to and from the restaurants 

which makes dinner out very easy.  The Hotel is around 30 minutes from the Airport. 

 

Luxury Queen room  The room was a good size, modern artwork over the bed, separate 

bath and shower, in room coffee machine and kettle and a good working desk.   

   



	
Later in the afternoon after a much needed sleep and shower we went shopping at the Sandton 

Mall.  We then met for a drink at the Hotel Bar prior to dinner at The Grillhouse Sandton. 

 

Dinner at the Grillhouse was a highlight meal of the trip.  The Grillhouse is famous for its Steaks 

and Ribs and also has a range of salads, chicken, seafood and vegetarian options.  The décor 

is reminiscent of a New York Steakhouse with art-décor furnishings, subtle lighting, raw brick 

walls, black leather seating and fine timber tables.  They have a selection of private dining room 

options and a fabulous wine cellar as well as a bar onsite.   Hands down THE BEST meal I had 

in South Africa.  The steak was melt in your mouth.  A MUST DO for any clients staying in or 

around Sandton. 

           
 

 

Sunday 14 MAY 
We departed the Hotel at 0900 for our 4.5 hour transfer to Sanctuary Makayane Safari Lodge in 

Madikwe Game Reserve, and arrived around 2pm.  We had one comfort stop about 2.5hrs into 

the drive at a service station/small shopping center close to the entrance to Sun City. 

 

Sanctuary MAKANYANE SAFARI LODGE 5* Madikwe Game Reserve 3 nights 
 

   
 

We were all extremely excited to finally arrive at Makanyane Safari Lodge after a long day on 

the road.  We set the scene by playing some “Lion King” music in the van as we approached the 

gate.  On arrival we were met by the GM and walked over the bridge to the main house where 

were greeted by staff with cold towels, and a refreshing drink.  After a late buffet lunch we were 

given a briefing on what not to do and accompanied to our rooms by staff.  Makanyane only has 

8 luxurious suites set on the bank of the Marico River.  All of the 8 suites are very private and 

had all the amenities any discerning traveler could ask for. It is fair to say that my suite 

exceeded my expectations.  The suites are built so that they blend into the natural landscape 

with lots of natural wood, thatched roofs, freestanding bath, outdoor and indoor showers, with a 

spectacular glass-walled bedroom overlooking the river.  The suites have air conditioning, 

ceiling fans, open fireplace, Africology spa products, complimentary mini-bar, tea and coffee 

facilities and ample wardrobe space.  No room keys are required at Makanyane however you do 

need to make sure your door is closed so you don’t get any unexpected visitors (think cute little 

monkey rummaging around your personal belongings).  And did I mention the open bar and free 

washing ?  I told the group they could take me out of there in a pine box ! 



	
Makanyae has been host to some VIP Celebrity guests including Michelle Obama and her 

children 2 years ago who hired out the whole lodge. 

 

The main lodge has a lounge area with fireplaces, a small boutique, dining room, library den, 

outdoor pool and bar.  Other facilities onsite include a gym, spa, Boma and a viewing area with 

2 sun-lounges which looks directly over the private game reserve. 

 

        
 

 

      
 

After a quick unpack we were ready for our 1
st
 game drive at 4pm.  Makanyane use Toyota 4x4 

open top vehicles which can seat up to 9 guests.  As a group of 10 we had 2 vehicles with 5 

guests in each.  Our Guides Dylan, Darren and later Trevor were extremely professional and 

shared with us their wealth of knowledge.  Makanyane provide water bottles to use on each 

game drive, blankets and ponchos to keep you warm as well as hot water bottles for the chilly 

early morning starts. 

 

Within 3 minutes of leaving the lodge we say Impala, Warthog and many different birds.  We 

spent some time this afternoon with a pride of 7 Lions as they were getting ready for their nightly 

events.  What a way to start my 1
st
 game drive – 1 of the big 5 within 20 minutes on safari.  After 

following the Lions for a good 45 minutes we stopped for traditional “Sundowners”.  Our guides 

set up tables with white tablecloths and nibbles and starting pouring our drink of choice (love a 

nice cold glass of bubbles in the African Bush).  We were only 10 minutes into our drinks when 

we heard Dylan yell “GET IN THE TRUCK” with such authority in his voice we all started 

scrambling to get back onto the trucks, some over the back of the trucks and some over the top 

of other people – without spilling a drop I might add.  A herd of Wildebeest ran straight through 

the middle of our sundowners followed by the pride of Lions chasing.  We were off for an 

adventure.  Leaving the tables, nibbles and drinks where they landed, we caught up to the Lions 

and found them as they had just bought down a wildebeest for dinner.  We then watch them do 

what wild animals do with their prey for about half an hour before it was time to go retrieve our 

sundowners and head back to camp for our own dinner.  What an awesome adventure.  This is 

a story that I will be telling my grandchildren in years to come hoping that I am able to share my 

love of travel and hopefully influencing them to want to go out and explore our amazingly 

awesome planet. 

 



	
Every game drive was a differently exciting adventure.  You never know what you are going to 

see around the dirt road corner, at the waterhole, hiding in the bushes, in the trees and up the 

hills.  To be able to make your own path whilst following some of the Big 5 off the beaten track 

was as special as it gets.  You can be just taking in the beauty of your surrounding one minute 

and into a heart racing encounter the next.   

 

               
 

 

The difference of safari on private land to safari in a national park is chalk and cheese.  Being 

on a private game reserve is a much more up close and personal experience that you really 

cannot put a price on.  

 

       
 

       
 

The Food at Makanyane is 5*.  They have a great selection of wines from around the world 

including fabulous South African offerings.  The staff are always accommodating and could not 

do enough for us.  I had a 1hr hot stone massage at the Spa which was blissfully relaxing and I 

can highly recommend booking in for a treatment or two during your stay.  On our last night we 

were treated to a traditional South African Boma Dinner complete with some fabulous 

entertainment from the local staff who sang and danced for us. 

 

The only thing to fault if I am really knit picking would be the slow and unpredictable wifi 

connection.  I am sure this is due to the property location and constraints.  It would have been 

much better if we all could have shared our daily events with the world of social media whilst we 

were there.   

 



	
We did game drives morning and night and ticked an abundance of wild life off our lists.  We 

were so lucky to be able to experience seeing so many different creatures outside of the big 5 

including  

Vervet monkey Scrub hare  Squirrel Springhare  Brown Hyena 

Cheetah  Leopard  Lion  African Wild Cat Wild Dog 

Jackel   Mongoose  Elephant White Rhinoceros Warthog 

Giraffe  Wildebeest  Tsessebe Steenbok  Impala 

African Buffalo Kudu   Bushbuck Waterbuck  Zebra 

Nile Crocodile Gecko   Terrapin  

 

The only elusive animal was the Hippopotamus which we heard in the river early morning but 

did not spot. 

 

I was pleasantly surprised to see such diverse and beautiful bird life in South Africa.  The 

Yellowbilled Hornbill and the Lilacbreasted Roller were just two of my favorites. 

 

                             
 

 

The most amazingly awesome experience of my stay at Makanyane was spending 45 minutes 

up close and personal with a leopard who posed for us whilst on top of a termite mound.  I can 

not put into words how thrilling and engaging this encounter was and how it made me feel.  I 

honestly shed tears of joy at my first sight of this majestic creature. 

 

                     
 

 

I would highly recommend a minimum 3 night stay at Makanyane.  It is a fabulous property for 

small groups, couples, honeymooners, friends and wildlife enthusiasts.   

 

 

 

 



	
Wednesday 17 MAY 
After our last morning game drive we had a very quick breakfast and we boarded our transfer 

for our long drive back to Johannesburg airport for our flight to Cape Town.  On arrival in Cape 

Town we were transferred to our hotel for our next 3 night stay. 

 

I must give a special shout out to Justin Bieber who was playing a concert that night in Cape 

Town.  Rather than the standard time of 30 minute transfer from Cape Town airport to the Hotel 

we were met by freeway gridlock and our arrival transfer took 1hr 45 mins.  I had to keep 

looking around to make sure that we hadn’t accidently landed in L.A.   

 

TABLE BAY HOTEL 5*   Cape Town  3 nights 
 

The Table Bay Hotel was a welcome oasis after a long day travelling.  Walking into this beautiful 

property we were met by stunning flower arrangements, tranquil aromatic scents in the grand 

Hamptons style lobby with refreshing drinks and a very quick check-in process.  This Hotel has 

stylish and sophistication written all over it.  From the bell-hop that checks you thru the red 

velvet rope to access the lifts, to the fresh flowers in your room and fresh rose petals on your 

bed after turndown I know I was in for a special experience.  I stayed in a Luxury King Sea 

Facing rooms.  The rooms were large and inviting with floor to ceiling windows that overlooked 

the Atlantic Ocean.  There was also a window panel that you could open to let the sea breeze 

in.  A welcome hand written note from the General Manager along with a welcome present and 

complimentary bottle of wine set the stage for a fabulous stay.   

 

The Table Bay Hotel has the best address in Cape Town.  Situated right on the harbor and 

connected to the V&A Waterfront Shopping Mall this hotel is suitable for business, pleasure, 

honeymooners, families and couples alike. 

 

            
 

We dined at a local restaurant on the waterfront which was a 5 minute stroll from the hotel – 

Quay 4 – big seafood restaurant with a local band and a great atmosphere. 

 

 

Thursday 18 MAY 
Buffet breakfast at the Table Bay Hotel is like nowhere else in this world.  From the moment you 

step into the Grand room you are greeted by attentive staff offering you a glass of bubbles to 

start your day (why yes please!) as you are seated at your table.  Sitting inside you are fortunate 

enough to start your day listening to the dulcet tones of the pianist playing the grand piano, or 

you can choose to sit outside and enjoy the views of the working harbor complete with seal and 

dolphin sightings.  The Juice Bar is in a room of its own and has every conceivable juice and 

smoothie you could wish for.  This superb space has two buffets, a Waffle and Crepe station, 

Eggs cooked to your liking and brought to your table by your waiter with a barista coffee.  There 

is everything you could imagine to eat on offer from freshly shucked oysters, sushi, a carvery 

sporting roast lamb, beef or chicken, an assortment of bakery products to rival any French 



	
patisserie, cold cuts, cereals, fruits and hot buffet options.  Give yourself at least 1.5hrs to enjoy 

this delectable spread. 

 

              
 

We were picked up by our Ilios guide in our minivan and set out for our half day city tour.  We 

were blessed with clear skies and we headed straight to the cable car for our ride up to the top 

of Table Mountain.  Once we purchased our tickets (around $22 return) we set off up the Cable 

Car – the climb is steep and I would recommend those who do not like heights to stick to the 

middle of the cable car and close your eyes until you get to the top.  The views were spectacular 

and we had a good hour roaming around the top of the Mountain.  We then went to Devils Peak 

for a quick stop then visited the SA Museum finishing up with a visit to Cape Town’s Castle of 

Good Hope.  Free time in the afternoon was a great opportunity for me to contribute to the local 

economy at the V&A Shopping Center.  We also had a fabulous sushi lunch at a place called 

Willoughby’s in the shopping center. 

 
 

Tonight we ventured out to Cape Town City for Dinner at Mama Africa’s Restaurant where we 

were treated to hearty traditional food in a colorful setting complete with a local marimba band 

for entertainment. Prior to Dinner we had a quick drink at a funky bar called The Orphanage 

Cocktail Emporium which was a 5 minute walk from Mama Africa’s. 

 

 

Friday 19 MAY 
Another early morning start for our private tour to the Wine regions around Cape Town.  About 

an hours drive from our Hotel we had our first stop of the day in the town of Stellenbosch where 

we had some time to wander the quaint streets, grab a coffee and do some shopping.  We 

found some fabulous boutiques and art galleries in beautiful oak lined streets with great 

examples of Cape Dutch architecture.  We then drove on to towards the town of Franschhoek to 

our first wine tasting of the day at Boschendal.  Boschendal boasts stunningly beautiful gardens 

and vineyards with a Mountainous backdrop.  In the shade of an age old Oak tree we sat down 

taste some lovely wines.  To our delight and surprise we were treated with the arrival of over 40 

vintage cars pulling up on the lawn in front of us.  

 



	

   
 

We then headed into Franschhoek for a very special Beer tasting at the Franschhoek Beer Co.  

Whilst the tasting rooms are still being built, we had a special behind the scenes tour of the 

brewery including a tasting of their 4 craft beers by the owner who is a personal friend of 

Chris’s.  Watch out for this place when it opens at the end of 2017 it is going to be sensational.   

 

On to our lunch venue today  -  Racine restaurant at Chamonix winery.  Racine is set in the 

gardens at the foot of the Franschhoek mountains.  The restaurant is home to Celebrity Chef 

Reuben Riffel.  Sensational food washed down with the beautiful wines from Chamonix made 

for a fabulously lazy long lunch. 

 

Speaking of Celebrity Chefs – we had a surprise visit to Rueben’s brand new Restaurant in 

town.  Reuben’s Franschhoek restaurant was gearing up for opening night that evening.  We 

had a quick look around this new space and were delighted to meet Rueben in person.  Reuben 

was more than happy to spend a good 15 minutes with us talking photos and answering our 

questions.  Sure Reuben I will say “hi” to Neil Perry for you, I suppose we all have our idols J 

                                    
 

With limited time in the main street of Franschhoek some of us still managed to again contribute 

to the local economy with a few impulse buys.  Sadly it was time to board our minivan to head 

back to Cape Town.  What a fabulous day.  Thank you Chris for organizing our trip I am a very 

lucky girl to have been able to experience all that we did on a day trip. 

 

 

Saturday 20 MAY    Happy Birthday Nicky. 

Transfer back to the airport for our flight to Johannesburg and onward transfer to Sun City was 

another long travel day.  After already having traversed the same road on the way to and from 

Madikwe the transfer was a good time to look through our photos and air drop any we had 

missed out on, read a book or watch our favorite TV shows thanks to Netflix on our iPad etc.   

 

We arrived at Sun City around 4pm. 

 

 

 



	
THE PALACE OF THE LOST CITY AT SUN CITY 5* Pilansberg  2 nights 
 

On first impression, I thought I was at Disneyland without the rides.  Sun City is a MASSIVE 

place.  Sun City itself has 4 hotels, time share apartments, a casino, a huge conference space, 

a shopping center with a food court, a cinema, a wave pool with water slides, 2 golf courses, a 

lake where you can enjoy almost any type of watersport and much more. 

 

     
 

The only hotel I would put clients in would be the Palace of the Lost City 

The entrance hall sets the scene, with intricately painted ceilings, mosaic artworks and my 

favorite thing in all the grandeur – the Golden Zebra hide upholstered furniture. 

 

Luxury Twin Room  Room was very large and overlooked the gardens towards the 

entrance of the property.  The bathroom had a terracotta tiled floor which was quite cold with a 

separate bath and shower.  The rooms were quite dated and a bit dark.  There was a balcony 

you could stand on however due to the resident monkeys and baboons you cannot leave the 

door open.  These rooms are due for a refurb and not the 5* plushness I was expecting. 

 

As it was Nicky’s birthday today I decided to host pre-dinner drinks in my room.  I ordered a 

cheese platter and an antipasto platter from room service (extremely slow service these 2 

platters took 1hr 15 mins to arrive), we enjoyed dinner at The Grill Room which was an intimate 

space in a classic contemporary surrounds.   The service was excellent and the steak was 

great.  

 

Sunday 21 MAY 
After buffet breakfast complete with champagne and pianist yet again, we met in the lobby for 

our site inspection.  A good 2 hours later I believe we would have smashed our step goal for the 

day.  It was really good to get a thorough walk around this huge resort. 

 

The strangest job at Sun City Resort  The guys that ride Segway’s around with paintball guns 

shooting at the massive baboons all over the resort ! 

 

This afternoon we did a Game Drive in Pilanesberg National Park.  The cost was about A$45 

per person.  The trucks they use could seat about 20 people (2 2) and were more like converted 

buses than 4x4 vehicles. From Sun City to the gate of Pilanesberg is a 10 minute drive so we 

were in the park in no time.  Most of the roads here a tarred with some dirt roads.  Local South 

Africans drive their own cars around Pilanesberg so you do not feel like you are the only ones 

around.  The first half hour in the park we saw a car or truck at least every 3-4 minutes.  There 

are even real flushing toilets in Pilanesberg if you need a comfort stop.  We saw a variety of 

animals but the one we were really wanting to see was the Hippopotamus.  Luckily as we were 

a larger group we asked our driver MJ to hunt them out.  We finally saw a bloat of 

Hippopotamus complete with a baby at a waterhole.  My African animal adventure was now 

complete.  

 



	

   
 

 

Monday 22 MAY 
After a relaxing morning spent at my last buffet breakfast for the foreseeable future, I spent a 

well earned hour or so relaxing around the pool and indulged myself with a foot massage. 

Late checkout at 2pm saw us piling back onto our last transfer 2.5 hrs back to Johannesburg 

airport for our flight back to Perth.  Check-in was quick and easy and I also enjoyed spending 

the last of my South African Rand in Johannesburg Airport. 

 

My first African trip will definitely not be my last.  Africa now holds a special place in my heart.  I 

feel very fortunate to have been able to experience this destination in 5* luxury.  I made some 

awesome new friends and experienced things that I could have only ever dreamed about. 

 

Thank you to BENCH AFRICA and our fabulous host Chris Le Roux – you are the ONLY African 

wholesaler I will book my Africa clients with from now on. 

 

  
 

 


